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All ages welcome 
Come and join us as we  

praise God together  
 

Mission statement  

The aim of this church is:  
To show the love of Jesus in word and action so that others 

may come to know him as Lord and Saviour 

First Anniversary Edition 

 

June 2011  
to August 2011 

We are five 
denominations  

working together: 
Anglican; Baptist; 

Methodist;  
Roman Catholic; and  

United Reformed Church 
 

Ministers: 
 

Revd. Mike Shrubsole 
Revd. Beth Bendrey 

01376 564880 
01376 567971 

m.shrubsole@virgin.net  
bethbendrey@  
hotmail.co.uk   

 

Bridge End Lane,  
Great Notley 

Braintree CM77 7GN 

Tel: 01376 330988 
www.greatnotley 
church.org.uk 
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 Sunday Services  
Jun e-11 to Aug ust-11  

All are welcome to our Sunday morning services at 11 a.m.  
with tea & coffee and time for fellowship after the service 

We have All Age Worship on the 4th Sunday and  
Holy Communion (HC) as indicated 

 

Great Notley Preaching Plan  

June 5 Rev. Beth Bendrey 

6.00 p.m. Rev Mike Shrubsole 

June 12 HC Rev. Mike Shrubsole 

June 19 HC Rev. Mike Shrubsole 

June 26 AAW Rev.Mike Shrubsole 

July 3 Mrs. Mary Sachikonye  
01245 465662 

6.00 p.m. Rev. Mike Shrubsole 

July 10 HC Rev Mike Shrubsole 

July 17 HC Rev. Beth Bendrey 

July 24 AAW Rev. Mike Shrubsole 

July 31 Mrs Frances Couch  
01245 347717 

August 7 Rev. Beth Bendrey 

6.00 p.m. Rev. Beth Bendrey 

August 14 HC Rev. Mike Shrubsole 

August 21 HC Rev. Beth Bendrey 

August 28 Jim Lowe  
01245 281709 



��
�

Letter from Revd . Mike Sh rubsole   
Dear Friends 

Pentecost Sunday this year falls on Sunday 12th June. On this 
day we celebrate the story of the coming of the Holy Spirit to the 
first disciples of Jesus as they gathered in an upper room in 
Jerusalem. The Bible story says that the Spirit came with the 
noise of a rushing wind and what looked like flames resting upon 
the head of each person present (Acts 2:1-4). (We call this day 
‘Pentecost’ because it is the name of a Jewish festival which 
comes ’50 days’ after the Jewish festival of Passover. That is why 
the disciples had gathered, and we still use the same name 
today.) 

In modern Britain, as in much of the western world, being 
religious and claiming a firm identification with an organised 
religion is an increasingly unpopular choice. It has become much 
more popular for people to describe themselves as ‘spiritual’. But 
‘spiritual’ is a widely used and slippery word. If someone uses the 
word ‘spiritual’ to describe themselves, it is almost essential to 
ask them what they mean. The broadest modern definition of the 
word is ‘to have an awareness of, and empathy towards, things 
that are other than yourself.’ So in its most fundamental form 
someone might call themselves ‘spiritual’ when they mean that 
they appreciate and respect the diversity of all humans and their 
cultures and their own place in that rich variety. Someone else 
might call themselves ‘spiritual’ and mean that they have an 
ecological appreciation of their interconnected place in the wider 
community of all living plants and animals on earth. Someone 
else might use the word ‘spiritual’ to mean that they have a sense 
of a force or power which animates all of life and they seek to 
cultivate their awareness of its presence.  

All of this is good, as far as it goes, but Christians, if they use the 
word ‘spiritual’, take the definition one stage further. A Christian 
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use of the word ‘spiritual’ describes an awareness of the 
individual’s connection to the presence of God at work in the 
world and in their lives. Christians believe that this is always true, 
but that at some times and places we are more aware of this truth 
than at others. The festival of Pentecost is one story of a pre-
eminent occasion when 120 people became powerfully aware of 
this fundamental truth. 

It is partly for this reason that the Christian theological definition 
of God is ‘Trinitarian’. The Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, 19th 
June, is called Trinity Sunday. On this Sunday, preachers all over 
the world are challenged to say something deeply theological 
about how they and the church understand the nature of God. 
Pentecost completes a spiritual understanding of God who is real 
and present, and with whom we can have a spiritual relationship. 
Christians have come to understand that they can know God in 
three ways because God reveals himself to us as three persons. 
Firstly, we know God as the creator and Lord of the universe. 
This could seem a remote view of a distant God on a heavenly 
throne looking down on all that God has brought into being, 
except that Jesus encourages us to know God as a loving 
heavenly Father. Secondly, we believe that God uniquely reveals 
God’s very self to us through the life of the man Jesus of 
Nazareth, whom we are invited to know as the Son of God. 
Thirdly, there is the assurance of Pentecost that God is neither 
remote from the universe as a creator, nor remote in history as an 
ancient human being, but that God promises to be with us all, 
always, through the presence of the Holy Spirit. It is in this way 
that Christians truly understand what it means to be ‘spiritual’ 
when they welcome the presence of the Holy Spirit of God into 
their lives on a daily basis. This Pentecost may you be 
encouraged to be more ‘spiritual’ in all of your ways.  

Amen                                �����
���	
��
�  
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CELEBRATE JES US 

Wednesday 27th July 7.30pm for 8.00pm  

GREAT NOTLEY 

Celebrate Jesus has run for the 
last 23/24 years and began as a 
celebration of John Wesley's 
conversion a couple of centuries 
earlier. Originally, it was intended 
to have 3 or 4 and stop, but they 
proved so successful that they 
have continued ever since. 

Described as two hours of exuberant joy with worship very similar 
to that at Spring Harvest, refreshments bring folk together for 
fellowship and a chat around 7.30, with worship from 8 o'clock. 

We have a time of ministry when people can be prayed for after 
the preaching bit, which is around 9.15 or so.  

This is always quietly and carefully done, away from the main 
worship area and we have had many miraculous things happen. 

You find as many as 8 or 9 denominations there and as many as 
20 or 30 churches of all types.  

Some like to sit, watch and listen. Others may be quite excited 
and waving flags or dancing. We just ask that people relax and 
enjoy whatever they do and not worry about others.  

The group (5 piece with drums and guitars) can be loud 
sometimes but is highly rehearsed and professional.  

They are worth coming along to just hear and watch. 
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Dates for your Diary  

�

9th June 
7.00pm 

Preparing for Advent and Christmas 

A URC event at Great Notley,  
to help us think ahead 

12th June, 
11.00am 

Morning Worship will feature a German Choir to 
enhance our worship together 

16th June 
7.00pm 

Friends of the Church AGM. All welcome 

25th June ‘Matters of Life and Wealth’  
Synod event at Abbey Lane URC, Saffron Walden 

2nd July Bradwell Ecumenical Pilgrimage 

3rd July Ordination and Induction of our new curate  
Rob Kean 

9th July Black Notley church fete 

9th July 
1.00pm 

Great Notley village fete 

9th July 
2.30pm 

Recognition of new minister at Bures Baptist Church 

27th July ‘Celebrate Jesus’ worship event at  
Great Notley church 

20th August Family Fun Day at Great Notley church 

3rd Sept 
3.00pm 

Induction and ordination of Mark Burbridge at  
Earls Colne Baptist Church 

25th Sept, 
11.00am 

‘Back to Church’ Sunday 
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25th July: St Christopher –  

Patron S aint of Motorists 
The legend goes that Christopher was a Canaanite who 

lived in the 3rd century.  He was a giant of a man, of 

fearsome appearance.  At first he decided to serve the devil, 

but when he discovered that the devil was afraid of Christ 

and his Cross, Christopher decided to serve Christ instead.  

A nearby hermit instructed Christopher in the Christian faith, 

and assigned to him a place near a river:  Christopher’s job 

was to help travellers cross it safely.   

All went well, and Christopher helped lots of people on their way until one day a 

child came along, and asked to be carried across.  Christopher put him on his back 

and set off, but was soon staggering under the astonishing weight of this child.   The 

child then told him that he was in fact Jesus Christ, and that he carried the weight of 

the whole world. The Christ- child then told Christopher to plant his staff in the 

ground: the next day it bore flowers and dates – confirmation that the child was 

indeed who he claimed to be.   

Christopher has been well loved of the English down the centuries.  Many wall-

paintings of him have been placed on the north wall of churches, opposite the porch, 

so that he would be seen by all who entered.  There was good reason for this:  as 

patron saint of travellers, it was believed that anyone who saw an image of St 

Christopher would not die that day.  As the ancient saying goes:  ‘Behold St 

Christopher and go thy way in safety’. 

A kind of daily insurance policy against death – this was so good that St Christopher 

became in due course the patron saint of motorists.  There is even a church in the 

Javel area of Paris, where Citroen cars are made, that is dedicated to St 

Christopher.  In modern times, with the increase in air and motorway travel, 

Christopher has remained popular.  When in 1969 the Holy See reduced his feast 

day, there was a sharp protest in several countries, led in Italy by a number of 

popular film stars.   If you ever travel in a taxi on the Continent, look out for a little St 

Christopher hanging from the rear view mirror beside the driver.  Now you know why 

it is there! 
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REVIEW OF THE YEAR 

. . . with a look forward 
 

Church Secretary 

Following on from our Annual General Meeting the members of Church 
Council have been re-assessing our church’s need for a Church 
Secretary. The current membership of the Church Council have not found 
it possible to find a Church Secretary from within their membership. So 
currently the post is vacant. In the interim we have instructed our outgoing 
church secretary, Jacqui King, to pass any information received on to the 
church office so that our ministers, or office volunteers can receive and 
deal with any important communications. This is a less-than-ideal 
situation. The post of Church Secretary is an important and a required 
officer of the church. It should not remain vacant. 

The church council has reviewed our requirement for a church secretary 
and has produced the following recommendations: 1) that the members of 
church council will take it in turn to be the Minutes Secretary for  church 
council meeting on a rota basis; 2) that a Minutes Secretary for Church 
Meetings be sought, volunteers are asked for, if more than one person 
volunteers we could set up a rota; 3) that we ask the church membership 
for volunteers to become Church Secretary, with a job description which 
is as minimal as possible; any volunteer accepted by Church Council 
would be co-opted onto Church Council and would be expected to attend 
council meetings whenever possible. 

So, could you volunteer to be Minutes Secretary for the Church Meeting? 
Could you volunteer to be Church Secretary? Please speak to Mike or 
Beth about this and ask for a job description for either post.  

Thank you. 
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One Year On 

Since this is the summer edition of our church magazine, it is right to 
record that during the timescale of this current magazine ( June-August) 
we will be celebrating our first anniversary of the opening of our new 
church building on 21st August 2010, when we had a brief service to 
unveil the foundation stone and take occupation of the building. As we 
look back over the previous year it has of course been a year of ‘firsts’; a 
first Christmas in the new church, a first Easter in the new church, and so 
on. Probably the highlight of the first twelve months was the Opening 
Ceremony in October when we enjoyed welcoming a church packed with 
guests who had come to share with us in celebration of the new building.  

With a new building our church is doing so much that it found difficult or 
impossible to do without a building. It is good to be hosting our two coffee 
mornings each week. The Treasure Chest group for mothers and toddlers 
has been a very successful new initiative. The Julian Meditation Group 
has started well. And so many little things are different to the way things 
were when we worshipped in the Community Centre; we now have flower 
stands and a Paschal candle stand; we now have a communion rail to 
kneel at; we have tables where we can display leaflets and news sheets 
for weeks at a time! The days when everything either had to be packed 
away, or were disposed of immediately seem like a distant memory, but it 
is only one year ago. It hardly seems possible. 

So, there can hardly be any doubt that the future will also continue to 
bring change. I have long admired the Harvest for the Hungry project, but 
it requires us to have the space to store the food boxes which we fill, well, 
this year we have the space! And as this second year opens up before us 
we will be entering it with a new curate; we have expectations that Rob 
Kean will help to further develop the life of the church, a review of evening 
worship and the adoption of Cafe Church worship is a strong possibility. 
As Year One comes to a close we say welcome to Year Two. “’For I know 
the plans I have for you,’  says the Lord, ‘they are plans of good and not 
of disaster, to give you a future and hope.’"  Jeremiah 29:11 
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Churches respond to environment challenge 
More and more churches, of all denominations, are seeking 

to affiliate themselves to the organisation Eco-Congregation, 

which aims to encourage churches to consider environmental 

issues within a Christian context.  It also enables local 

churches to make positive contributions in their life and 

mission. 

Following the launch of the scheme in 2000, some 200 churches took up the 

challenge to apply for an environmental check-up within the first two years.  In 

March 2002, the first Eco-Congregation Award was given to Evesham Methodist 

Church. By the end of 2006, there were over 100 Award-winning churches (from a 

variety of denominations) in Britain and Ireland. The total now (as this report is 

written) is 164 and rising. There is even one Eco-cathedral (Chelmsford). 

An eco-diocese scheme (for Anglicans) is just getting under way, with similar 

arrangements for the synods of United Reform churches and Methodist circuits. 

The awards are designed to affirm the good environmental work of churches and 

witness to the wider world that churches care for God’s creation. To get an award, a 

church must undertake an environmental check-up or audit and also develop 

initiatives in three areas: spiritual (worship and teaching), practical and mission 

(outreach on environmental matters). Eco-congregation can help to provide 

resources (free) if needed. 

The Award assessment is a visit to the church by two local people (for details see 

the website address below). The scheme developed from a partnership between the 

Government-funded charity ENCAMS (which runs the Keep Britain Tidy campaign) 

and the Environmental Issues Network of Churches Together in Great Britain and 

Ireland. 

This valuable work will be publicised at the Greenbelt Festival in August and there 

will be a special conference in September. 

For more details:  tel: 0114 2636421 or write to Eco-congregation (England & 

Wales), The Innovation Centre, 217 Portobello, Sheffield S1 4DP.  Or visit  

www.ecocogregation.org. 
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National survey reveals state of  
UK churches 

The results of the National Churches Trust Survey, 
recently published, was open to all of the estimated 
47,000 churches, chapels and meeting houses in the 
UK. It has found that these buildings play a key role 
in local life as venues for volunteering and 
community activities – but need support in 
undertaking repairs and maintenance.  

The survey is unique in revealing not just the physical condition of 
churches, but also the way they are managed, funded and used by their 
communities.  

Here are just some of the findings of the survey: 

·  More than 90% of the UK’s church buildings hold a service at least 
once a week  

·  More than 50% are regularly open to the public beyond their worship 
services.  

·  1.4 million members of church congregations volunteer in any capacity 
in their church building along with an estimated further 200,000 people 
from the wider community.  

·  Nearly half of the UK’s church buildings are used for arts, music and 
dance activities.  

·  More than half of the UK’s church buildings facilitate activities such as 
nurseries, youth groups and additional activities for young people.  

·  More than two-fifths of the UK’s church buildings are used for support 
services such as homelessness, drug & alcohol misuse, finance & 
debt, parenting & mental health.  

For further information about the National Churches Trust and to 
download the full report visit www.nationalchurchestrust.org  

�
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This is a reflection on Job 38 
You hear people - Scientists, Christians, anybody - pontificating about the Creation.  

 God says, 'Were you actually there?'    

Where were you? 

Where were you, at Earth’s creation? 

Tell me, if you understand. 

Who marked off the globe’s 

dimensions? 

Were you there when it was planned? 

Have you ever called the morning? 

Or shown dawn its rightful place? 

Did you set ablaze the sunlight? 

Or blow clouds across its face? 

 

Can you bind the seven sisters? 

Can you loose Orion’s cords? 

Will you bring forth stars and seasons? 

Can you do this, with your words? 

I’m your God, the Lord Almighty 

The beginning and the end, 

Can you test me, without knowledge? 

My own laws, can you defend? 

 

Do not strive, just let Me help you 

Do not try to understand. 

Let Me lead you through life’s 

pathways 

Let Me take you by the hand. 

Do not struggle, rage, and question 

Leave it all for Me to do, 

You cannot begin to fathom 

The great depth of My love for you. 
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Smile! 
The Friendship Cake 

Blend 

1 cup of humility with 

2 cups of kindness. 

Add a large measure of generous 
spirit 

and flavour with empathy and 
forgiveness. 

Mix well. 

Needs no cooking – tip into a 
large, open dish  

and offer to everyone you meet. 

�

�

�

�

�
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Say a Prayer 
Young James and his family sat down to Sunday dinner at his grandmother's 
house. When James received his plate, he started eating right away. "James! 
Please wait until we say our prayer," said his mother. 
"I don't need to," the boy replied.  
"Of course, you do," his mother insisted. "We always pray before eating at 
home."  
"That's at our house," James protested. "This is grandma's house, and she 
can cook!” 
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�  J U N I O R  C H U R C H �  
Junior Church is lead by experienced and CRB checked volunteers 

who wish to nurture your child in the Christian faith.  Junior Church is 
provided as part of the morning worship.  Children are encouraged to 

sit with their parents or carers for the first part of worship and then 
adjourn to the small hall for their activities, returning just before or at the 

end of worship. 

There is a monthly pattern to the Junior Church provision, however due 
to the date of Easter the pattern has been altered slightly. 

A Junior Church session is led by our leaders in an adjacent hall each 
Sunday except for Sundays which are All Age Worship dates. 

This allows parents time and space to enjoy worship. 

Worship on two Sundays a month concludes with Communion   
when children return to the main worship area for this time and  

rejoin their parents. 

(12th, 19th June, 10th July, 14th, 21st August) 

Usually the fourth Sunday is All Age Worship  when the children will be 
encouraged to be more involved throughout the service, often with a 

craft or drawing provided. 

 
(26th June, 24th July)  

 

CRECHE FACILITIES 

A purpose build room with large window and sound system allows 
carers a comfy place to enjoy worship yet care for young children. 

We continue to provide a caring and nurturing environment for you and 
your children at worship each Sunday.  We are always willing to listen 
and welcome comments on how we can best suit your family’s needs. 

Do not hesitate to speak to any of the Junior Churc h team – or 
contact Louise Shrubsole 01376 562517 
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FEATURE: DID YOU KNOW . . . ? 
 

Our Local Community Activities 
 

The following activities and events are held regularly in 
 The Church in Great Notley during the week: 

 
����������	���� ��
��� 
���� ����

������ � � ��

Tai Chi (Br 342416) 1.30-3.30pm weekly adults 
�������� � � �

Community Café * 8.45am-noon weekly all ages 
Little Lanes (0790 049 8829) 2.30pm-4pm weekly up to 18m 

WeightWatchers (Br 323563)  6.30-8.30pm weekly adults 

��������� � � �

Treasure Chest * 1.30pm-3pm weekly pre-school  
Urban Kick Dance (Br 323143) 4pm-6pm weekly KS1-4 

Zumba (0790 484 3080) 7pm-8pm weekly adults 
��������� � � �
Gt Notley Photo Club                
(Br 331740) 7.30-10pm f/nightly adults 

Julian service * 8-8.45pm monthly adults 
������� � � �

Community Café * 8.45am-noon weekly all ages 
R Catholic service (Br 326779) 7.30-8pm monthly all ages 

Julian service * 8-8.45pm monthly adults 

������� � � �
Service * 11am weekly all ages 

Service * 6pm monthly adults 
� � � �

* indicates an activity organised by our church (Br  330988) 
 

Mike Shrubsole was Guest Editor on this issue of ou r 
magazine. If you would like to be the next Guest Ed itor, 
please contact Jacquie Fanchette on 01376  330687.  
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Church Council Members  

Ministers 
Mike Shrubsole  142 Tilkey Road     564880 
     Coggeshall CO6 1QN 
Beth Bendrey    181 London Road    567981 
     CM77 8PT 
Secretary 
VACANT 
Treasurer 
Maggie Ouwehand   20 The Ley, Braintree   348682 
     CM7 3NS 
Church Councillors 
Paul Freeman &  57 Pochard Way    554974 
Rosemary Freeman  CM77 7WA 
Mike Higby    39 Wainwright Ave   331180 
     CM77 7LJ 
Marion Rollins   The Limes, Denton Cr  343361 
     Black Notley, CM77 8ZZ 
Louise Shrubsole   142 Tilkey Road   564880 
     Coggeshall, CO6 1QN 
John Warboys    6 Teal Close    331461 
     CM77 7YB 
Tom Chacko   19 Cressages Close  01371 820558 
     Felstead, CM6 3NW 
Nick Jackson   6 The Copse    01371 820405 
     Felsted, CM6 3NP 

 
 
 
 

Give Us Your Feedback? 
Please let us know how we can improve the content or layout 
of the Church Newsletter?  

Let us know if you would like to contribute to the newsletter, 
as we are always looking for articles to include. 

Please contact Jacquie Fanchette on 01376 330687. 


